Uptake of influenza vaccination and the reasons for non-vaccination in the high-risk patients of Angus, Scotland.
To ascertain the uptake of influenza vaccination, the main prompts to vaccination and the reasons for non-vaccination in the high-risk patients of Angus, Scotland. Prospective questionnaire survey. A small rural district general hospital. General medical inpatients and outpatients. The overall uptake of vaccination was 44.8% (n = 250). The main prompts to vaccination were general practitioners (48.2%), the media (11.6%), practice and district nurses (8.9%), friends and relatives (8.9%) and posters at health centres and chemists (7.1%). The main reason for non-vaccination was a lack of awareness of high-risk status (50.7%). The uptake of influenza vaccination in the Angus region of Scotland is unsatisfactorily low. This is mostly due to a lack of knowledge regarding high-risk status, although other reasons, including concerns about the side effects of vaccination, are also important.